


Vasile Stoica
(1 ianuarie 1889 Avrig-
27 iulie 1959 Jilava)

., Existenta unui popor nu se discuta ci se
afirma’(loan Ratiu)

Vasile Stoica apartine Generatiei
Marii Uniri, contributiile sale la implinirea
si desavarsirea acesteia asezandu-l intre
cel mai de seama reprezentanti ai ei.

Format 1in scolile Transilvaniel
vrednic servite de dascdli luminati,
prin sustinerea Fundatiei ,,Gojdu”, el
s-a impus prin calitati exceptionale ca
lider, in vremea studiilor universitare

de la Budapesta, fiind ales presedinte
al Asociatiei ,,Petru Maior”. Dupa

Vasile Stoica
(January 1% 1889 Avrig-
July 27" Jilava)

., The existence of a people is not a matter
of debate, it is a statement” (loan Ratiu)

Vasile Stoica belongs to the
generation which made The Great Union
possible, his contributions to shaping
and attaining this objective placing
him among the most noteworthy of its

representatives.
Educated 1in the schools of
Transilvania diligently served by

illuminated teachers, with the support
of the “Gojdu” Foundation, he
imposed himself as a leader, through



absolvirea acestora, i a unei specializari
in filologie sub conducerea profesorului
Bedthy Zsolt (1913). ASTRA l-a numit
profesor la Scoala de fete de la Sibiu
(1913-1914) 1ar Vasile Goldis 1-a cooptat
intre redactorii ziarului ,,Romanul” de la
Arad.

Mobilizat ca ofiter in armata austro-
ungard, a decis la 3 octombrie 1914, sa
treaca in Regat, alaturandu-se grupului de
patrioti transilvaneni (Goga, Lucaciu, Rusu
Abrudeanu, Mota, Schiopul, Taslauanu,
Lapedatu s.a.) care militau, aici, pentru
unirea cu Roménia. A contribuit direct
prin articole de presa, conferinte si doua
carti (Habsburgii, ungurii §i romanii —
1915 — si Suferintele din Ardeal — 1916) la
prezentarea optiunilor de unire.

La intrarea Romaniei in razboi, s-a
inrolat voluntar iar proclamatiile regale
pentru armata si natiune il au ca autor; a
luptat direct pe front, in Valea Oltului si pe
Arges, fiind ranit de doua ori.

exceptional qualities at the time of his
University studies in Budapest, being
chosen president of the “Petru Maior”
Association. After graduation, and a
major in language studies, under the
guidance of professors Beoth Zsign
(1913) ASTRA appointed him as teacher
at the girls school in Sibiu(1913-1914)
and Vasile Goldis bringing him aboard
the “Romanul” newspaper in Arad among
other editors.

Enrolled as an officer in the
Austro-Hungarian army, on 3 of
October 1914 he decided to cross the
border into the Kingdom, joining the
group of Transylvanian patriots (Goga,
Lucaciu, Rusu Abrudeanu, Mota,
Schiopul, Taslauanu, Lapedatu etc.)
who were militating here for the union
with Romania. He contributed directly
to the presentation for the union options
through press articles, conferences and
two books (Habsburgs, Hungarians and




Remarcat pentru abilitatile sale
exceptionale a fost trimis — Impreuna cu
Vasile Lucaciu si loan Mota — in SUA cu
misiune speciald. Aici a reusit sa uneasca
asociatiile romanilor americani in Liga
Nationala (5 1ulie 1918) si sa puna bazele
primei unitdfi de militari voluntari dintre
acestia. In scopul informirii publice si a
conducatorilor SUA a tiparit intr-un tiraj
mare brosuri de prezentare a provinciilor
romanesti, harti si memorii de sustinere
a cauzei acestora, determinand presa
cotidiana sa dea atentie dezideratelor
lor. Impreuna cu liderii miscarilor
nationale cehoslovace, poloneze si sarbo-
croate a militat pentru Uniunea Medio-
Europeana (presedinte Th. Masaryk,
primvicepresedinte V. Stoica), care a
adresat memorii presedintelui W. Wilson,
contribuind la formarea unei opinii corecte
asupra evolutiei popoarelor din Europa

centrala si de sud-est si a sustinerii

Romanians — 1915- and Sufferings in
Ardeal-1916). When Romania entered
the war, he voluntarily enrolled, the
royal proclamations for the army andthe
nation having him as an author; he fought
directly on the front-line, in Olt Valley
and in Arges, being injured twice.

After being remarked for his
exceptional abilities, he was sent with
a special mission together with Vasile
Lucaciu and loan Mota in the USA. There
he managed to unite the associations of
the American Romanians in the National
League (5" of July 1918) and to establish
the first unit of volunteer soldiers among
them. With the purpose of informing
the public and the USA leaders he
printed a large number of presentation
brochures of the Romanian provinces,
maps and memoirs supporting the
cause, determining the daily press to pay
attention to their goals. Together with the
leaders of the Czech, Polish and Serbo-



eliberarii lor.

Erou de rdzboi, orator, poliglot si
energic militant pentru unitatea neamului
romanesc, V. Stoica a fost chematdeI. 1. C.
Bratianu la Paris ca sa serveasca delegatiei
Romaniei, ca expert tehnic la Conferinta
de pace.

A sprijinit ca atare demersurile
acesteia prin legaturile sale Intinse si buna
apreciere dobandita in plan diplomatic.
Calitatile sale l-au recomandat pentru o
noud misiune in SUA, aceea de organizare
a serviciilor consulare. Intors in tard
(1920), a intrat in diplomatie la propunerea
lui Take Ionescu, conlucrand cu acesta, cu
I. G. Duca si , mai ales, cu N. Titulescu
la consolidarea postbelica a Romaniei; in
aceasta directie s-a remarcat ca autor al
mai multor documente oficiale prezentate
la importante reuniuni ale Ligii Natiunilor
si Micii Intelegeri, incredintandu-i-se
misiuni diplomatice la Geneva, Londra,
Bruxelles, Roma, Paris, Atena, Belgrad,

Croatian national movements, he fought
for the Medio-European Union( president
Th. Masaryk, senior vice president V.
Stoica), who sent written pleadings to
president W. Wilson, thus contributing
to the shaping of a correct opinion on the
people in Central and Southeast Europe
and also sustaining their freedom.

War  hero, great  speaker,
multilingual and energetically militant
for the unity of the Romanian nation,
V. Stoica was summoned by I. 1. C.
Bratianu to Paris to serve the Romanian
delegation, as a technical expert at the
Peace Conference.

Thus, he supported its actions
through his extensive connections and
a good appreciation acquired in the
diplomaticy. His qualities recommended
him for a new mission in the USA,
the organization of consular services.
Returned home (1920), he went into
diplomacy on Take Ionescu’s advice,




Berlin, Praga s.a. In anii 1929-1930 a
condus Agentia internationald de presa
RADOR.

Deceniul al patrulea a incununat
cariera diplomatica a patriotului Stoica
prin trimiterea sa ca ministru al Romaniei
in Albania, Bulgaria, Letonia, Lituania si
Turcia; in respectiva calitatea a promovat
interesele nationale, sustinand relatiile
bilaterale bazate pe reciprocitate si
informand, ca fin analist, evolutia de pe
scena politicd internationala.

Ca semn de pretuire a serviciilor
sale, a fost onorat prin cele mai inalte
decoratii acordate diplomatilor.

In contextul izbucnirii celui de al
Doilea Razboi Mondial si al presiunilor
pe seama Romaniei, ambasadorul Vasile
Stoica a fost numit subsecretar de stat la
Ministerul Propagandei Nationale; aici
l-au surprins evenimentele dramatice din
vara anului 1940, soldate cu dureroase

pierderi de teritoriu national. Adversar

working together with him, with 1. G.
Duca and especially with N. Titulescu in
the post-war consolidation of Romania; in
this direction he was noted as the author
of several official documents presented at
important reunions of the Nations League
and of the Little Entente, being trusted
with diplomatic missions in Geneva,
London, Brussels, Rome, Paris, Athens,
Belgrade, Berlin, Prague etc. Between
the years 1929-1930 he led the RADOR
International press agency.

The fourth decade honoured the
diplomatic career of patriot Stoica by
sending him as the Minister of Romania
in Albania, Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania
and Turkey; in that quality he promoted
the national interest, claiming mutual
relations based on reciprocity. A fine
analyst, he also informed the evolution on
the international political scene. As a sign
of valuing his services, he was honoured
with the highest decorations awarded to



al cedarilor si noii orientdri politice, si-a
dat demisia, ramanand 1in Ministerul
Afacerilor Straine ca sef al Oficiului de
Studii. Democrat convins, adversar al
fascismului si sustindtor al neimplicarii
Romaniei in rdzboi, a fost marginalizat si
1 s-au limitat atributiile. Sub indrumarea
sa s-au Intocmit materiale de prezentare
a realitatilor istorice, demografice si
etnografice din provinciile pagubite
prin deciziile militare germano-italo-
sovietice, harti, carti, sinteze si, direct,
memorii adresate conducerii statului in
vederea scoaterii din razboi si a pregatirii
Conferintei de Pace.

La 23 august 1944 a fost numit ca
director politic in Ministerul Afacerilor
Straine, 1ar la 6 martie 1945 secretar
general, pozitie din care a contribuit la
salvarea multora din diplomatii romani
blocati in strainatate, ca si la instalarea
unor raporturi corecte cu Comisia Aliata,
promovand interesele nationale in noul

diplomats.

In the context of the outbreak
of World War II and the pressures on
Romania, the ambassador Vasile Stoica
was named Undersecretary of State at the
Ministry of National Propaganda; here
he was found by the dramatic events of
the summer of 1940, resulting in painful
loss of national territory. As an opponent
of losing territories and the new political
orientation, he resigned, remaining in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs as head of
the Study Office. A convinced democrat,
an opponent of fascism and supporter of
Romania not getting involved in the war,
he was marginalized and his attributions
were limited. Under his guidance
there were prepared materials for the
presentation of historical, demographic
and ethnographic relations in the
provinces damaged by the German Italian
Soviet military decisions, also maps,
books, syntheses and, directly, memos




context postbelic.

Ca diplomatul cel mai avizat in
problemele teritoriale, ferm democrat
si pacifist, guvernul i-a Incredintat, la 9
iulie 1946, postul de trimis etraordinar
si plenipotentiar in Olanda, cu acreditare
si in Belgia. In noua sa pozitie a sprijinit
direct guvernul roman, respectiv delegatia
acestuia la Conferinta de Pace de la Paris.
Din acest post a fost rechemat in 1947, scos
din randurile diplomatilor si ostracizat.

In situatia nou creatd, a plinuit o
incercare de plecare ilegala in strainatate,
nedusd la indeplinire, Tn temeiul careia
a fost inchis si condamnat, la 31 martie
1948, trecand prin inchisorile de la Aiud,
Giurgiu, Vacaresti si Jilava. Eliberat
dupa 7 ani, in decembrie 1958 Tribunalul
Militar Bucuresti 1-a condamnat la 10 ani
inchisoare corectionald pentru ,,atitudinea
dusmanoasa”, antiguvernamentala.
Bunurile i-au fost confiscate iar calvarul

sau a durat, de data aceasta mai putin,

addressed to the state leadership for
removal from the war and for preparing
the Peace Conference.

On 23 August 1944 he was
appointed as political director in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and on 6™
March 1945 as general secretary, position
from which he helped save many of the
Romanian diplomats stuck abroad, as
well as installing correct reports with the
Allied Commission, promoting national
interests in the new post-war context.
Being the most qualified diplomat in
territorial problems, firmly democratic
and pacifist, the government entrusted
him, on July 9" 1946, with the position of
envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary
in Holland, with recognition also in
Belgium. In his new position he directly
supported the Romanian government,
namely his delegation at the Paris Peace
Conference. In 1947 he was recalled
from this position, deprived by the rank



murind la Jilava (27 iulie 1959).
Reabilitat in 1970 in urma unor
staruitoare si repetate demersuri ale sotiei,
Paula, i s-au adus osemintele la Avrig,
ingropandu-I crestineste langa ai sai.
Marturiaultimelorzilealepatriotului
o datoram unui istoric, Alexandru Zub,
,coleg” de suferintd cu acesta la Jilava
— iar un artist, sculptorul George Apostu
i-a daltuit in piatrd crucea ce-i strajuieste
numele si-1 aminteste pentru eternitate.

s A

of diplomat and ostracized.

In the newly created situation, he
planned an illegal but not accomplished
departure attempt abroad, under which
on March 31,1948 he was jailed and
sentenced, being moved from prisons to
prisons such as Aiud, Giurgiu, Vacaresti
and Jilava. On December 1958 he
was released after 7 years, only to be
sentenced to 10 years of correctional
prison for his anti-governmental “hostile
attitude”’by the Bucharest Military Court.
His belongings were confiscated and his
ordeal was shorter this time, with him
dying at Jilava (July 27", 1959).

As a result of his wife Paula’s
ceaseless and pushy attempts, his name
was cleared in 1970, his remains were
brought to Avrig where he was given
a proper burial. We owe the testimony
of the patriot’s last days to a historian,
Alexandru Zub, his “colleague” of
suffering at Jilava . Also an artist,




Un gind mic despre un Om Mare:

Vasile Stoica

<<Am trait modest, dar demn, sunt om de
caracter si de linie dreapta. Mi-am facut
cariera de la coarnele plugului taranesc
panda la cel mai inalt grad diplomatic prin
muncd, talent si harnicie;, imi ador tara

Si poporul meu romdnesc caruia i-am

the sculptor George Apostu carved in
stone the cross guarding his name thus
reminding us about him for eternity.

S IS

A small thought about a Big Man:
Vasile Stoica

»<<I lived modestly, but with dignity, 1
am a man of character and of my word.
I have made my career from the horns of
the peasant plough truck up to the highest
diplomatic rank through work, talent and
hard work; I love my country and my
Romanian people, which I firmly served
with devotion all my life. I put passion

in my career, convinced that only with



servit cu devotament neclintit toata viata
mea. Am fost un pasionat al carierei mele
convins ca numai cu pasiune poti realiza o
operdatdtdeimportantda.>>Aceste cuvinte
simple si sincere caracterizeaza perfect
viata lui Vasile Stoica (1889-1959), fauritor
al Romaniei intregite, rasplatit de patria sa
pervertita de comunisti prin incarcerare si
moarte la Jilava. Nascut in Avrigul Sibiului
— ca si Gheorghe Lazar — Vasile Stoica
a purtat cu sine mereu, cu nedisimulati
mandrie, pecetea nobilitdtii neamului
romanesc, avand un mare scop: intregirea
politicA a Romaniei prin aldturarea

provinciilor istorice la patria-mama.

Profesor, diplomat sau publicist,

militar sau calator pe meridiane

passion can you make such important
work. >> These simple and sincere words
perfectly characterize Vasile Stoica’s
life(1889-1959), the architect of Romania
as a whole, rewarded by his communist
perverted country with incarceration
and death at Jilava. Born in Avrig near
Sibiu— like Gheorghe Lazar — Vasile
Stoica always carried with himself, with
undisguised pride, the seal of nobility
of the Romanian people, having a great
purpose: the political unifying of Romania
by joining the historical provinces to the
motherland.

Professor, diplomat or publicist,
military or traveller on remte lands, Vasile

Stoica focused his efforts on the national




indepartate, Vasile Stoica si-a concentrat
eforturile pe cauza nationala, realizand,
prin admirabile conferinte, prin discutii,
persuasiune, argumentare  temeinica,
necesara coeziune a romanilor americani
si utila sensibilizare a autoritatilor de
peste Ocean fatd de problema unitatii
romanesti. La Washington, a avut ocazia
sd stabileascd stranse raporturi cu viitori
lideri ai Cehoslovaciei, Poloniei sau
Serbiei, mai ales cu Thomas G. Masaryk,
Ignacy Jan Paderewski, H. Hinkovici.
Impreuna cu cei trei a participat la
intalnirea de nivel inalt de la Casa Alba, la
data de 20 septembrie 1918, cu Woodrow
Wilson, autorul celor paisprezece puncte

ale proiectului pentru restabilirea pacii

cause, accomplishing, the much needed
cohesion of the American Romanians and
theuseful oversight of overseas authorities
towards the Romanian unity problem. He
did these through admirable conferences,
through discussions, persuasion, and
reasoning. In Washington, he had the
chance to establish strong relationships
with future leaders from Czechoslovakia,
Poland or Serbia, especially with Thomas
G. Masaryk, Ignacy Jan Paderewski, H.
Hinkovici. Together with the three, they
attended the high-level meeting at the
White House on September 20, 1918,
with Woodrow Wilson, the author of
the fourteen points of the project for re-

establishing the peace in Europe after



in Europa dupa incheierea Primului Rdzboi
Mondial. Ca diplomat, a reusit sa plaseze
Romania si problema stringentd a unirii
tuturor romanilor la nivel international,
pe scena europeand si mondiald, pledand

libertatea si autodeterminarea
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pentru
tuturor popoarelor, pe ruinele prabusitelor
imperii german, austro-ungar, otoman $i
tarist. Pledoaria sa onestd pentru tara nu
s-a putut Tmpdaca cu ocupatia bolsevica
a Romaniei de dupa Al Doilea Réazboi
Mondial, refuzénd toate compromisurile.
Ca rasplata, a fost inchis intre anii 1948
si 1954, pentru ca sa fie din nou arestat n
1957 si sa moara apoi, peste doi ani, privat
de libertatea pamanteasca. A trecut astfel,

ca martir, in libertatea cereasca, ,,modest,

the end of the First World War. As a
diplomat, he managed to place Romania
and its urgent problem of uniting every
Romanian at an international level, on
the European and world-wide political
scene, pleading for freedom and self-
determination of all peoples, on the ruins
of the collapsed empires of German,
Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman and Tsarist.
His honest plea for his country couldn’t
get along with the Bolshevik occupation
of Romania after World War II, him
refusing to compromise. As a reward, he
was incarcerated between 1948 and 1954,
only to be arrested again in 1957 and to
die after two years, deprived of freedom.

So he obtained his heavenly freedom like




dar demn”, nu in genunchi, ci in picioare,
binemeritand invecirecunostintapoporului
roman. A pornit din sudul Transilvaniei, a
studiat la Brasov si la Sibiu, la Budapesta
si la Paris, a fost presedinte al asociatiel
culturale studentesti ,,Petru Maior”, a fost
voluntar pe fronturile Marelui Rézboi si
apoi diplomat de la Tirana si Sofia pana
in Tarile Baltice sau America. A purtat
cu sine mesajul acela de modestie si de
demnitate, castigdnd admiratie si pretuire
pentru sine, dar mai ales pentru romani si

Romania.”

Acad. Ioan-Aurel Pop
Presedinte al Academiei Romane

a martyr, “modest, but worthy”, not on his
knees, but on his feet, well deserving the
gratitude of the Romanian people forever.
He started from south Transylvania,
studied in Brasov and Sibiu, Budapest
and Paris, he was president of the “Petru
Maior” student cultural association, he
volunteered on the fronts of the Great
War and then became a diplomat from
Tirana and Sofia to the Baltic countries or
America. He always carried with himself
that message of modesty and dignity,
earning admiration and respect for
himself, but especially for the Romanians
and Romania.
Acad. Ioan-Aurel Pop
President of the Romanian Academy



S s

,.EBfigie de intelectual rasat si de
martir al libertatii, Vasile Stoica a fost
un eminent reprezentant al Ardealului
suferind si al Romaniei intregite.

Sol al tarii sale pe pamant american,
diplomat in Albania si Bulgaria, in tarile
baltice, in Turcia si in Olanda, membru al
delegatiilor romane la Conferinta de Pace
de la Versaille in 1919 si la Conferinta
de Pace de la Paris in 1946, vorbitorul a
14 limbi straine si redutabilul gazetar s-a
intors in Patrie spre a muri in temnita de la

Jilava.

“Effigy of scholar and martyr of
freedom, Vasile Stoica was an eminent
representative of both suffering Ardeal
and complete Romania.

Soil of his country on American
land, diplomat in Albany and Bulgaria,
in the Baltic countries, in Turkey and
in Holland, member of the Romanian
delegate group at the Versaille Peace
Conference in 1919 and at the Paris Peace
Conference in 1946, the speaker of 14
foreign languages and the cutting-edge
journalist he returned to his homeland to

die in the Jilava prison.




Biografia acestui roman exemplar
spune totul despre veacul in care a trait,
iar datoria noastra este sa ne amintim de

asemenea oameni rari.”

Acad. Razvan Theodorescu

Vicepresedinte al Academiei Roméane

La 130 de ani de la nagstere, o ampla
expozitie evocd memoria diplomatului
Vasile Stoica, ca semn al recunostintei

noastre.

Mobilier de expunere si prezentare si pregadtirea
exponatelor:
Asociatia ,,Stefadina”

Texte si curatoriat:

prof.univ.dr. loan Opris

The biography of this exemplary
Romanian man tells everything about
the times he lived in, and our duty is to

remember such rare people.”

Acad. Razvan Theodorescu

Vice president of the Romanian Academy

130 years after his birth, a large
exhibition evokes the memory of the
diplomat Vasile Stoica, as a token of our

appreciation.

Exhibition and presentation furniture and exhibits
preparation:

»Stefadina” Association

Texts and curators:

doctoral professor loan Opris



Consultanti: ~ prof.univ.dr. Cornel Lungu

dr. Constantin Bajenaru

Hlustratie si Documente:

Arhivele Nationale, Arhiva diplomatica, Arhivele
militare, Biblioteca si Muzeul memorial ,,Gheorghe
Lazar”’-Avrig, Arhiva familiei Stoica-Vasilescu,
Martin Rill

Obiecte personale:

colectia Stoica-Vasilescu

Conceptie si realizare grafica:

coperta : dr.arh. Andrei Campeanu

interior : Cristian Ramba

Contributii la pregatirea expozitiei:

drd. Mihai Nicolae, Radu Birsan Costin,

Gabriel Givlea

Restauratori:

Marin Dragnea, Alexandru Nicolae, Mihai Calciu

Traducerea textului:

prof. Alina Manduc

Consultants:  doct. prof. Cornel Lungu

doct. Constantin Bajenaru
lllustration and documents:

National Archives, Diplomatic Archive, Military
Archive, Library and Memorial Museum “Gheorghe
Lazar’-Avrig, Stoica-Vasilescu,

Martin Rill

family archive

Personal belongings:

Stoica-Vasilescu collection

Conception and graphic design:

cover: dr.arh.Andrei Campeanu

inside: Cristian Ramba

Contributions for preparing the exhibit:
dr. Mihai Nicolae, Radu Birsan Costin,
Gabriel Givlea

Restaurations:

Marin Dragnea, Alexandru Nicolae, Mihai Calciu
Text translation:

prof. Alina Manduc
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Reuniunea de la Youngstown
(5 iulie 1918)
Constituirea Ligii nationale a
Romanilor Americani,
presedinte Vasile Stoica

Gathering in Youngstown
(July 5, 1918)
The establishment of the National
League of Romanians,
president Vasile Stoica
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Vasile Stoica la o reuniune a Vasile Stoica at one of the League of Nations’s
Ligii Natiunilor meeting
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Vasile Stoica (1935)




Decorarea lui Vasile Stoica de
catre regele Carol al II-lea.

Decorating Vasile Stoica by
King Carol the second




Vasile Stoica impreund cu principele Mihai in timpul
vizite la Ambasada Romaniei de la Ankara (1940)

Vasile Stoica with prince Mihai during a visit
to the Roumanian Embassy in Ankara (1940)



Vasile Stoica in costum popular

Vasile Stoica wearing
roumanian
traditional costume




Detinutul Vasile Stoica

The prisoner Vasile Stoica




